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GENTLEMEN, 


© WALLA} IN CE you have made it 
ow” your turn to lay your 
11 commands upon your old 
SOTO Maſter, to preach and 
publiſh on this firſt appearance of the 
School-Society, I venture into publick 
view on that requeſt; you ſet the 4 
ſon, and I was obliged to perform my 
part ; and tho' this ſmall performance 
may run the common fate of moſt 
Sermons and Pamphlets, to be laſh'd, 
diſlik d, and forgot, yet the generous 
mark of your gratitude and affection, 
together with the inexpreſſible ſatiſ- 
faction 1 had to ſee, aſter an 1 
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and, as ſuch, may 


Gon and your expectation, and do 
you as much good, as is heartily in- 
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DEDICATION. 


&; near twenty years, ſuch bb 


of my planting, before me, make me 


rents feel the imsand joy of fuch 


_ [fights and! improvements. 


1 = alſo the ſubje and contents 
of this diſcourſe will not diſpleaſe, 


becauſe every body pretends at leaſt 


to be a friend to good example and 
education: this recommends both; 


it anſwer its 4 


des 1 


Wur now moſt obedient Servant, 


amends: only maſters and 2 


= 


71 


A 
— * 
. py 
— ——ů —ͤ ͤ — — - 


ol * = 
0 1 * N Nn 
— 
4 \ bd — % 
Hp "wt - f = 9 
10 = \ 8 4 4 ö 
o * * 1 ® ” — 


| 5 8. M nA v. 16. . 
Let your light fo ſhine before men, that 
they may ſee your good works, and 
| glorify your. Father, which is in 


heaven. 


UR Saviour in a foregoing verſe 


calls his diſciples tbe /ight of the 
world, ſer up as eminent exam- 
== ples to the Jews and Heathens, 
to provoke them, by a ſpirit of 
emulation, unto love and good works; be- 
cauſe the true Chriſtians by their exemplary 
virtue were bound to mend the morals of 
the wicked Gentiles, and by their new com- 
mandment of univerſal charity, to teach the 
narrow Jews to extend their love beyond 

their own tribes and nation, 5 
ow 


2 | Th Light of an ennply Liſs 


Ne exemplarineſs of life was a — 
intention of a Religion, that was to go into 
all lands, beginning at Jeriſalem; Chriſt 
therefore would not ſuffer his followers to 
' hide their light in an Hermit is cell, nor bu- 
ry themſelves and actions in a monaftick life; 


5 a retirement uſeleſs and unfruitful, no ways 


tending to 3 the N among all 

nations. Hence he this recluſe 
manner of life to a lightes candle put under 
a buſhel, hid 1n obſcurity, and caſt ng no in- 
fluence on the world, and from that com- 
pariſon he adds the direction in che Text: | 


Tet your light ſo ſhine before men, that 5 
may ſee your works, and glorify your Fa- 


ther, which is in Len. Which words di- 
rect me to ſhow, 


Firſt, Why every Chriſtian ought to fie a 
good example before the world. And then, 


Secondh, For the ſake of this audience, I 

' ſhall lay before you, what ſort of men, in 
their reſpective ſtations of Jife, are obliged 
to let their light ſhine before men. | 


And under this head I muſt mention ſome 
particular profeſſions, becauſe I once had 
the honour and pleaſure to have an hand in 
your education, to prepare you for thoſe 

callings, 


4 


-callings, and now. c greater larisfaRtion . 
10. ſee you- flouriſhing in thoſe creditable 
ſtations: and tho I am now acting in 
another capacity, but fill a teacher for 
Aactrine, for WW, inſtruct ion in righ- 
#eoupneſs, 1, ſhall take the freedom to re- 
commend the duty of mixing virtue with 
literature, that by the light of a good life 
ye may all ſhine in the different ſpheres 
herein ye move; and tho one may differ 

From another in glory, yet all contribute 
your ſhare to glorify your Beller t ts 


in Beaven. 


Thu: 
And tho "ratefully and 3 on 


your fide, you obliged me to be once more 


your Inſtructor, yet remember to honour 
a far, far greater Teacher, a Teacher ent 
from Gad. , Becauſe a ſenſe of Religion is 
the chief end. of all education, and much 


ſuperior to all other accompliſhments; 


not * chat both goodneſs and politeneſs 
may congur to man's great deſign, the 
wiſdom unto ſalvation. For St. Paul | is a 
famous inſtance of the happy mixture of 
thoſe two ſtrong colours, zeal and learn- 
ing. How good the Apoſtle! how learn- 

ed the Man; how ſound in faith and do- 
Qrine! how clear in reaſoning! how ele- 
gant in ſtyle! how mighty in the Scrip- 


wares! and yet how. well verleg. in the po- 
B lite 


r 


. — nee 
lite authors He was bred up at the fre 
"Gamaliel, "a maſter in Ifael; he was : 
led Mercurius, e he was the chief 
we peater, as if they thought him the God 
I of wit and eloquenee; and yet he count- 
ed all theſe things but dung „ loſs for the 
excellency of the Role eof C us our 
| La des ily a i i the 
Chriſtian and Neue Schah: meet togethet, 
| and make the ſame perſon both good and 
„ great: but ſtill let . have the right 
| hand of fellowſhip. © 


But to return, Fe) begin with the hi 
general Ron; Ret fot 


7M \Fi#fthed: A Chriſtian nv ſet u good 
"MN example, ' becauſe the Religion he profeſ- 
* ſes is more excellent than any other before 
and ſince its Eſtabliſhment. He is to 
convert the Few, to lighten the Gentile, 
Mabometan and Infidel, And what will 
ſo ſoon make a Proſelyte, as his own' ho- 

lineſs of life? What a more convincing 
argument to perſuade an Unbeliever, than 
to teſtify the ſincerity of our faith by 
good works? Practical Virtue carries its 
own weight and force. We can't pretend 
to draw a Heathen from his vices, if we 
- indulge ourſelves in' the ſame: we muſt 
Have our RO honeſt among the __ 
tiles, 


tiles, if e propoſe to encourage 4 


among them. If, we ſwear and, pheme 
in their hearing, can we expect they will 


the benefit therefore of enlarging Chriſt's 
kingdom, and for the honour of reveal- 
ed religion, by daily adding to the Church 
them that are without, every Chriſtian 
ſhould ler his light ſhine before the un- 
converted part of the world. 


There is alſo a reaſon, among our 
ſelves, . why. each Chriſtian ſhould be 
3 BS exem- 


6 — 


exemplary in his religion in order to 
. ag one another in our duty. Cuts 
I. 0 g. e and 5 ary 

For evtry: Age has wickedheſs e 
in it to ink 1 into diſuſe lt 
contempt; the good members therefore 


of Cbriftianity muſt deep up the ſpirit 


of godlmeſs, as a balance againſt viee. 
Who will take my part, ſays David, 4. 
gainſt the wicked? He call'd u pon all 
the lovers of God and virtue to diſ- 
countenance imm by 

on the fide of a La 
goodneſs is a ſpur of emulation to ano- 
ther, If no other principle ſtirs up/their 
zeal, 4 ſenſe of ſhame promotes the 
good work; and à neighbour's pattern 
will raiſe ar leaſt a deſire of ane 
on. 


Ada ſure i the * men e 
form combinations to attack and un- 
dermine religion in all its branches, men 
of faith we virtue ought to defend the 

truth, and with mutual aſſiſtance ſu 
port the intereſts of Chriſtianity by 
publick example, and practical piety. 
As iron ſharpeneth iron, fo doth 2 coun- 
tenance of a man his friend, ſays Solo- 
mon; the true friends to religion, if they 
fer a 3 pattern publickly, give an 
encourage 


/ 


— 


ements to 4 


> ey, 


5 


aſp a right, fer, 
SLING: DN 0 charivibg; this ir 
wilt rad the eyes and eſteem of the. 
world, and chen men naturally 


what they think agreeable, 


From bare reading — the books of 
ſacred Authority, atience = 
Fab; che faithfulneſs of Abrabam, the 
wiſdom of Solomon, the renne of Da- 
zeal of St. Puul, we are charmed with 
their fingular graces; how much more 
would our admiration have been raiſed, 
if thoſe eminent patterns, with all their 

worthy deeds, had been the s of 
our eyes? if the copy ſtrikes us, "tie 
original muſt de more glorious. The 
lighr of the body is the eye, the eye 
takes in the affection for objects, and 
conveys it to the heart for our appro- 
bation, and to the brain to form an idea 
and imltation of it. | 


Such 4 perſuaſive force viſible exam- 


ples. beur over the hearts of men; con- 
ſequently an excellent pattern of ou 


8. De Light of an exemplary Life. 
* theſs 1 — age or place carries a migh- 
ty ſway and influence on the converſa- 
tion of his cotemporaries: for good lead- 
ers ſeldom want followers. So that the 
| wap of Chriſtianity; among diſbe- 
- hevers, and the ſupport of it among. 
thoſe chat profeſs a belief of it, are two 
ood. reaſons, why — ane _ let 
5 light ſhine before mem. Ns 


A third reaſon is for- the ſake of a 
man's own credit and ſatisfaction. The 
ways of religion are ways of. pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths peace; and as you can't 
but remember, how. the old — 2 pla- 
ced the two temples dedicated to vir- 
tue and honour, the only road to that 
of honour was through the gate of vir- 
tue. Now nothing is more honeurable 
chan exemplarineſs of life, Whether it 
appears in a ſteddy faith and a good 
conſcience, in the double charity of 
heart and hand, br in a conſtant courſe 
of devotion; in theſe praiſe-worthy ſteps, 
as the good man is 40 from himſelf, 
(che inward reward of virtue) ſo the 
reputation of being a good precedent is 
great and laſting; the praiſe of it en- 
dureth for ever. Tis a monument not 
to — org onanr 
time itſelf. ner kt. , 
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And if tis reckon'd a mark of pub- 
lick eſteem, to be diſtinguiſh'd for in- 


genuity, wealth, ſtrength or beauty; 


nay, if we ourſelves affect a pre- emi- 
nence on theſe accounts, and are fond, 
even to a —2 to be as leaders in af 


fairs of leſs concern than religion, let 
us do virtue the ſame juſtice; let us 
aim to be as exemplary for faith, love 
and piety; as for any other endowment. 
Tis an higher character to be 4 Chri- 


fian, than illuſtrious in any other view; 


and more. honourable to ſhine before 
men with" Juſtice, humility and mercy, 
than to dazzle the world with he pride 
of life, the vain pageantry of riches and 
onours, 7 | | 


Let then a ſenſe of reputation, which 
in life is a common motive to other 
laudable actions, be our ſpur alſo fot 


exemplary religion. 


come now to conſider ſome ſtati- 
ons of life, wherein men are particu- 
larly obliged from their very office and 
ſituation to ſet bright examples to all 
that move in a lower ſphere. | 


Firf 


10 0 Tha Lighe ancomplary Lf 


Firſt chen, Kings, os ee. are un- 
65 obligation to give a good 
example by perſonal holi by coun- 
tenancing the religion a c awd they 
govern, by giving a ſanction and execu- 
tion to the laws a vice and pro- 
— by doing juftice, and * mer- 
3 e the practice of high au- 

1 


[| —.— and if Princes juſtlix expect 
1 chat their ſubjects ſnhould render wnto 
1 ö Ceſar the things that art Caſar' s, nati- 
1 ons humbly deſire of them, that th 
would give unto God the things that are 
' God's; wiz, worſhip and honour, that 
religion may flouriſh from the crown of 
the head Lp of the feet. For 
23 of 5 pots is — to advance 
8 glory, * 3 
religious 2 
Prineipalities and powers that be, — 
aid to be ordain d of God, as bis minifters 
for good, are never ſo truly repreſenta- 
tives of God, as when they are holy, 
merciful, and juſt. Virtuous actions are 
che true divine image and ſuperſcripti- 
on, becauſe they imitate the attributes 
of the great Being, and do good to 
mankind by — and diffuſive 


love. Hence one of theſe higher Pow- 
ers 


r TY the 
* o * o 
= 
© - 
*. _— LY 


is the — 1 whole nation's 


"The Lighrof a. Li. 1 11 
ers in the Eaſt, Solomon, who was an in- : 


ſtance and judge of Government, ſaid, 
N ben the ien are in ee the 


mn r 


|. The next fas ole. to. lead ex- 
emplary lives are . ſubordinate Magi- 
ſtrates, or Governors ſent by tbeir Princi- 
pals to exerciſe a delegated power over 
particular provinces and cities. Now 
theſe are to the ſeveral parts, what 
Kings are to the whole, and their good 
or vicious conduct will affect the morals 
of the places where they reſide; for in- 
feriors upwards to their ſuperiors 
for a rule of action; and if they find 
the civil powers ſtain d with acts of 
injuſtice, intemperance, or profaneneſs, 
the lower rank of mankind will be too 
apt to commit the ſame vices; nay, 
they will expect impunity, becauſe thoſe 
that are to puniſh, are notoriouſly guil- 
ty of the ſame crimes. Hence St. Paul 
obſerved to the Romans, Thou art inexcu- 
fable, O man, whoſoever thou art, that 
judge; for - wherein thou. judgeſt another, 
thou condemneſt thyſelf; * thou that Judge 

5 doft the ſame . 


Lawful obedience is indiſputably the 


Magiſtrates due, becauſe 'tis a depured 
C branch 


12 The Light of an exemplary Life. 
branch of the higheſt powers in moſt 
countries; but then they "muſt be Juſt 
as well as great, if they expect regard: 
they muſt honour themſelves aud theit 
ſtations by laudable deeds, if they ex- 
pe& honour from others; as tis written 
in the book of Eccieſiaſticus, Who will 
honour him, that diſhonoureth bis -own -ife'? 
For 'tis not only the bench of 'authori- 
ty, but tis uprighrneſs with it, that 
calls forth the true reſpect of the world; 
tis not only the execution of power, 
but tis the publick example of a reli- 
— life; tis not the robe only, but 
the Man, cloth'd with righteoufneſs and 
integrity, that will command inferior 
to honour and obey civil power. 


Now under this article in behalf of 
Magiſtracy, there is no room for an ap- 
plication in the preſent "caſe, becauſe 
time has nor yet ripen d you for that 
claſs of authority; yet as ye have learnell 
from children thoſe Scriptures, which teach 
obedience to Kings, and all in authority, 
let me put you in mind to obey Magi- 
rates; and, in theſe days of wicked- 
neſs and unreaſonable diſaffection, thine 
forth in Loyalty; and for your oath and 
country's fake, honour the King and the 
Proteſtant Succeſſton, by leading quiet 
11 8 | and 


the Lightof an exemplary Life 13 
peac lives in all godlineſs an 
Y, by making the _—_ of G 
ny the. conſtant rule of your con- 

b n IF 


5 Bur fure the Mag iſtrares of this City 
| en to your refpedh 
ſchool of your education, 
where, I hope, . xou imbibed. ſome prin» 
ciples of duty — knowledge, was un- 
2 their — and inſpection. 


| e s under great and ſo- 
lemn obligations in virtue of their office 

to let tbeir light. ſhine. before men, are the 
Minden of God's word and ſacra- 
ments. 


Now as theſe are taken from among 
E IG cn table four ng 
bout boly things, tis natural and proper 
to expect religion. from perſons dedica- 
| 1 to divine ſervices; and as the value 

of religion riſes or ſinks in proportion 

to their profeſſion and. practice of it, 
their example is neceſſary to give it 
credit and recommendation to others: 
if the fountain is corrupt, the ſtreams 
will partake; We find the old Prophets 
throwing, part of the blame. and cauſe 
of. Jeru/alem's ſins and. ruin on the ini- 
en quities 


14 The Light of 155 exemplary Life. 


_ quities of the Prieſts. Fraud or lewd- 
neſs, ſwearing or diſloyalty, ingratitude, 
pride or uncharitableneſs, are as unnatu- 
ral in point of character and decency, 
as pernicious to the people committed to 
therr charge. For a publick ſtation al- 
ways draws the attention and invitation 
of thoſe below; and Where there's 'a 
ſettled opinion of men having more 
power and knowledge than themſelves, 
if they find thoſe two vaſt | 
perverted to vile uſes, the world, from 


ſeeing ſuch talents miſemployed, will 


judge of the wicked and flothful ſervant, 
2 argue themſelves ui ene and 
contempt of ſacred things and perſons 
too: ſo neceſſary is it, that the Priefts be 
clothed with righteouſneſs. | Me 


Beſides, with what grace, with what 
hopes of. ſucceſs, can the preachers of 
the Goſpel, who are bound 70 fell the 
people of their doings, rebuke their hear- 
ers for their vices, if they ' themſelves 
do the ſame works of darkneſs? They 
ſay, and do not, will be the ſtone caſt 
ar us. A guiltleſs conſcience can re- 
prove boldly ; and Felix will tremble un- 
der a lecture of righteouſneſs, temperance, 
and judgment to come, where the Preacher 

| ſtands clear in the ſight of God and men; 


= 


but 


The Light of an exemplary Life. 1 5 
but · diſcpurſes of virtue from the mouth 
of the ungodly will meet with but an odd 
reception. Thus St. Paul, T hou that ſay- 
eft man ſhould not commit adultery, doeſt 
thou commit adultery? The name of God, 


is blaſphemed among the egg ede 
ere 4258 reachers. 


bas 83 — Wale among 800 ian l6t 
| and honour it is to wait at tbe altar, be 
holy not only by ordination and function, 
but in life, and ſhow your faith by yo 
good works ; convince the world . the 
fincerity of your hearts in all the obliga- 
tions, divine and human, ye have ſworn 
9 by a ſuitable obſervance: the world 

Roo conſciences, but they can 

Son good or evil deeds. I need not tell 
you, that our Saviour compares ſuch to 
the /alt f the earth, that they might keep 
themſelves and others ſound and pure. He 
calls them alſo, tbe light F the world, ſet 
as acityon a bill, to — a light, and di- 
rect others in the way they ſhould go; and, 
to ſecure exemplary conduct in perſons 
call'd ro the Miniſtry, St. Paul enjoins 
this rule, In all things ſbew thyſelf- a pattern 
of good works. A direction that comes 
up to che words and ſenſe of my text. 


| Bur further; As theſe in high offices 
and ny 2 20 men of learned edu- 
cation, 


* 


The Light of an exemplary Life. 17 
a skill in-Geogr.apby.and Afronomy, which 
com ds the heavenly and earthly 

globe, 'exrept we alſo 5 with holy 


worthip the great Gad, uibo in tbe beginning 


created the heaven and the earth? Or what 


is Chronology and Hiſtory, thoſe uſeful 
iſters of time and paſt tranſactions, un- 
we alfo remember and ſerve that one 
eternal God, who knoweth all — 
who-was, and is, and will be both before 
and after time itſelf? Or what is Anatomy 
and the art of Phyſick, which ſearch into 
the myſtery of human body in all its parts 
and diſtempers, unleſs the artiſts think 
with reverence, with gratitude and godly 
fear on the divine finger, by which we are 
ſo fear fully and ly made, and who 
it is chat has the fole power to r, and o 
make alive? Or en. is -N 
art ſome of yo inted 2-H 
which, under God, al * commandeth 
the winds and ſeas, except thoſe that go 
down to the ſeas in ſhips, Ro ant drach the 
Lord for his wonders in the _ Or what 
is the ſtudy of the Law, civil and common, 
ſo uſeful to rhe intereſts of the Conſtitu- 
tion, and the rights of Subjects, except 
we crown all with the knowledge and 
practice of the one Lawgiver's moral and 
chriſtian Law? Nay, what is the ſtudy of 
Divinny itſelf, efpecially the f. culative 
po une che Wies add 1 


atcal, 


18 The Lightof an exemplary Life... 
ctical, and not only ſearch the Scriptures, 
but obey the Goſpel-precepts? In a word, 
what is that nice knowledge of the Ma- 
thematicks, with all its Algebra and figures, 
unleſs the men of that genius pay their 
duty to God, the great Mathematician of 

all things, who made all his works in ex- 

act Proportion, Weight, Meaſure, Figure 
and Number? Or what is the refined art of 
Politicłs, which claims the governance 
and balance of nations in war and peace, 
except the ſtateſmen implore the help of 
that only wiſe God, the King um,, who 

by a death or a birth, by the turn of a 
Prince's heart; by the madneſs of the Peo- 
ple, by a contrary wind, or a -peſtilence, 
can overturn all human ſchemes ? So ne- 
ceſſary and ornamental in every ſcience is. 
a due ſenſe of religion ; ſo juſt and grate- 

ful is it for men of parts and education to 

> be wiſe alſo unto ſalvation, as the beſt way to 
make the Giver of all good gifts ſome re- 
turns. Ingenuity and Improvements are 
deſigned for God's glory, who expects a 
good uſe of the talents; much being always 
required, where much is given > ſo that if 
perſons well educated hve in ſcandalous 
vices; if they debauch themſelves and 
others, themſelves with exceſs, and others 
with uncleanneſs ; if they neglect all pub- 

25 lick duties of religion, they are in ſome 
meaſure anſwerable for the irreligion of 


_ 


4-v ww", — - 
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s at a ſtand? Don't they ſee the decaying 
1 | D ſtate 


"The Light of an exemplary Life. 10 


others, who will too readily imitate ſu- 


periors, tho in a bad faſhion, Such diſ- 
parage the places of their education y ſuch 


abuſe the gifts of God, throwing them 


back, as the ſwine did the pearls, with 
fcorn on their kind benefactor. How 
ought ſuch to be beaten with many ſtripes, 


who know their maſter's will, and do it not ! 


Give me leave to mention the Practi- 
tioners in Law, Phyſick, and Surgery, 
becauſe ſome of you are engaged in theſe 
honourable and uſeful employments. 


Nowy beſides the free uſe of Scripture 
and Reaſon, the open means of grace, and 
the benefits of a liberal education which 
they have in common with other people, 
the very buſineſs of each profeſſion ſhould 
incline them to religion. The finger of 


- God 1s fo viſible in the diſſection of dead 
bodies, that thoſe of the phyſical faculty 


can't but ſee and believe the glorious han- 
dy-work of a wiſe Creator. They can't 
but obſerve the virtues and operations of 
medicines on the living, which were made 
by God for the ſervice of men, Can they 
help ſeeing the hand of God in inflicting 
many diſeaſes beyond the compaſs of Art, 
and as many ſurprizing recoveries by the 

e will and power of God, after all art 
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ftate of nature and mortality in various 
ſhapes every day? How then can they forget 
God, or their own latter end, and a judg- 
ment to come, for which there is no re- 
medy, bur a religious life? WT 


Leet then thoſe among you of the phy- 
ſical line, that have «4; care of human 
bodies, think beyond natural religion and 

ſecond cauſes; believe that there is an 
immortal ſoul, as well as a corruptible 
body, and a future ſtate of ſpiritual 
exiſtence, full of joy.or pain, when fleſh 


and blood are no more. 


So likewiſe the ſtudy of the Law 
may lead men into a religious courſe. 
For they find moſt human laws are 
grounded on divine precepts, the laws 
of Moſes and Chriſt being the founda- 
tion of many excellent ſtatutes. They 
can't but learn a deep ſenſe of morali- 
ty and juſtice, from ſeeing ſo many 
laws pertaining to right and wrong: 
they can't but think on God as a Judge, 

and a ſtare, of puniſhments in another 
world, from the neceſſity of puniſhing 
crimes, here on earth for the better go- 
vernment of mankind, that the world 
may ſtand in awe, and fin not. | 


So that as education gives them know- 
ledge, their profeſſion ſhould engage 
85 - 
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them to live under the ſenſe and fear 
of a juſt God, that will one day hold 
a grand aſſize, and judge the world in 
equity and cruth by the evidence of re- 
velation and conſcience: the two wit- 


| neſts that can't be corrupted. 


Wilful fins againſt knowledge, and 
the lau of our minds, are the higheſt 
offences; and light turned into dark- 
neſs, how great is that darkneſs! I ap- 
ply br rs * 1 woos 7. 4 5 

e thy knowledge; diſbonoureſt t 
God 255 knowledge? 


Lor then this Profeſſion conſider, that 
there is an unrepealable law of God and 
conſcience to be regarded, as well as the 
laws of their country, and a greater 
Judge to appear before, than the high- 
eſt judicature on earth, and thence +. of 
ſtrict juſtice and incgrry in all their 
actions. 


Thus then, I hope, it appears, that 
Kings, Magiſtrates, ſpiritual Paſtors, and 
men of education in other learned facul- 
ties, owe the benefit and light of a good 
life, exemplified by virtuous deeds, to 
their tellow-creatures, on only tor the 
publick honour and preſent intereſts of - 
NP — 2 on earth; but 

for 
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for the advantage and encouragement. 
of others, who ſee the patterns of good 


works, chat they =_ go ny do Tike- 
wiſe. = bf 


I Win alfs add, how dis heads of 
Socieries, the maſters of floating fami- 
lies at ſea, or large houſholds at land, 
are bound in conſcience and in juſtice 
to thoſe under their care, to ſhow pub- 
lick - tokens of religion, that a vein of 
good morals may run from the head 
thro* the whole body. Example is as 
powerful as the authority of any ruler, 
and will command where curſes and ſe- 
verity loſe their force. But as the Ob- 
ligations and Reaſons for exemplarineſs 

of life 3 in theſe inſtances are much the 

fame as in the other caſes, I paſs. on 
to conſider, how God's glory is con- 
cerned in the light of a good exam- 
ple, which includes the latter clauſe of 
the text. 


No, 1#, our heavenly Father is glo- 
rified by exemplary religion, becauſe it 
tends to ſpread his Name in all- the 
world; it reaches the ignorant, it cor- 
rects the vicious, and often reforms 
them: for an example of a blameleſs 
converſation ĩs a tacit reproof to a wicked 
neighbour; the ſhame of being outdone 
I often 
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often reclaims a ſinner from his evil 
way. Thus a daily attendant on di- 

vine ſervice, and a conſtant communi- 
cant, is a ſtanding reproof to thoſe that 
neglect both. A man of extenſive bro- 
therly love touches the heart, and ſome- 
times cures: the uncharitable of his Jew- 
iſh narrow way of thinki A juſt 
perſon, that ſatisfies all legal demands, 
" Owing no man _ thing, but that eaſy 
debt of loving his neighbour as himſelf, 
makes the : ungodly that borroweth, and 
payeth not again, bluſh at his own ini- 
quity, whilſt conſcience: inwardly re- 
proaches him for his injuſtice. - So the 
chaſte converſation of the modeſt puts 
even the led to ſhame, checks his corrupt 
communication, and often does the work. 
of 'a preacher to the whoremongers and 

adulterers. ' © e's | 


Thus God is glorified by example, 
and the cauſe of virtue inſenſibly pro- 
moted. Hence the Apoſtle ſaid, A. 
flain from fleſhly luſts, laving your con- 
verſation | honeſt among the gentiles, that 
they may by your good works, which t 
ſhall behold, glorify God in the day of 
vijitation, 1 Pet. ii. 12. 


24ly, God's glory is advanced by the 
example of a good life, becauſe * 
cats 
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feats the devil in his devices againſt 
Chriſt's kingdom of grace. The ſons/ 
of Infidelity, with the aſſiſtance of Sa- 
ran, are 1 to eclipſe ' the 
light of the Goſpel by profaneneſs, by 
painting vice in different ſhapes to de- 
ceive the hearts of the firaple, by cal- 
ling evil good, and good evil. 


But wheri men of ſignal holineſs 
ſtand in the gap, I 
wicked attempts with the breaſft-plate of 
faith, righteouſneſs and truth, the brave 
defenders of religion break the power of 
the adv , and triumph in virtue 
$; but the glory © of the con- 


grace 
Heroes fo fight the good fight; and accord- 
ingly to encourage ſuch exemplary faich 


and piety, we find in Scripture that 


God always diſtinguiſh'd - thoſe with 
marks of blefling and favour, who di- 
Ringuiſh'd themſelves in his cauſe with 
godly behaviour. For he ſaved Naab 
and his family from the flood for his 
| 8 righteouſneſs, 8 Roe pam ane 
}ruQion of a_ 
converſation, ob a2 a _— bowed. 
evils to a perfect ata of his health 
and ſubſtance for his patience; and re- 
ſerved crowns of righteouſneſs for — 
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the chriſtian. Apoſtles and Martyrs, who _ 
lived and died as examples of faith and 
virtue, with their lieke ſhining before 
men, bright in life by good works, and 
brighter in death by expiring in the 

es of perſecution ; theſe th dead, 
yet 2 by n 8 


Thus bave. 1 gladly contributed my 
ae d ne in this day's: Aeg 
which beginning upon a — . of 
gratitude and love, will, 2 
in unanimity, innocence, — =. Tis 
2 high time (1 fear you think it ſo) 
to draw this diſcourſe to a concluſion; 
but before I diſmiſs you, give me leave 
to ſubjoin one more remark by way of 
advice, viz. That, as ſince the Rug hun | 
education you are tranſplanted 
ſchool, to grow and flouriſh in diffe- 
rent ſoils in the great garden of life, 
you will labour by probity and diligence 
to ſhow forth good fruit unto perfecti- 
on, that the of your inſtruction 
may receive ſome honour, and the tree 
have the * 2 to ſee its branches 
bear much fruit. 


And as in the courſe of your education 
you have read many authors in both the 
ſchool-languages with taſte and improve- 
ment, and Prep retain in your memo- 

ries 


ope, go on 
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ries ſome beauties and curious/obſervations 
in thoſe claſſical books; yet ſtill remem- 
ber and prefer the great book of eternal 
life, che Scriptures. Tbem ſearch, them 
read; and from their ſacred authority, 
from the excellence of their doctrine and 
recepts, let the word of God be the on- 
ly infallible rule of your faith and pra- 
ctice. I ſhall therefore leave upon your 
minds a few ſentences from that divine 
Revelation, which carry more weight in 
the ſcale of your preſent and eternal hap- 
pineſs, than all the Greek and Latin lines 
cher bare paſe'd berieen us. They are 
only theſe plain inj junctions: Remember 
y Creator in the days of thy youth—Grow 
in grace, and in t do La doe of Teſus 
Chriſt—Be found in the faith, and 
your faith by your wor. Fear God, honour 
the King, love the PUTS Amen. 


